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Workstream 3: Awareness Raising National Conference 

REPORT TEMPLATE AWARENESS RAISING NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
 

Report № 4 

 

Dates of Awareness raising conference: 24 January 2019 

Locations: Florence, Istituto degli Innocenti 

Target group: 63 total participants, 14 males and 49 females.  

“First Points of Contact” (FPC): 19 social workers, 15 pedagogues, 10 teachers, 10 

psychologists/psychotherapists, 3 IDI researchers, 2 academics, 1 criminologist, 1 lawyer, 1 student 

and 1 trainee. 

Timing (hours): 8 hours 

Trainers: project staff: Donata Bianchi, Erika Bernacchi, Francesca Lamedica, Mario De Maglie + 

experts on sexualised violence on children as panellists of the round table. 

 
Specific Objectives: 

The conference’s general objective was to raise awareness among FPC on the issue of sexualised 

violence against boys, which is still quite an invisible issue in Italy, with no specific data collection, 

programmes and interventions. The conference also aimed to create a space for sharing, reflection 

and capacity building on the peculiarities of sexualised violence against boys and on appropriate 

and specific tools to combat and prevent it. 

More specific objectives were: 

- to present the project results and materials which are available to professionals and 

volunteers, namely: 

-  the national report on the needs assessment of FPC;  

- the awareness raising/prevention tools (poster, cards, flyer) to use with children to 

sensitise them on sexualised violence and other interlinked topics  

- the CoC handbook for professional working with boys* as capacity building material 

- to create a space where professionals coming from different fields (social workers, 

psychologists, pedagogues working in care facilities, volunteers working in youth 
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associations etc) can share their different expertise and perspectives, learn from each other 

and build a multi-disciplinary approach. 

 

In the framework of the conference, the two following parallel workshops were organized in which 

interventions, projects and research were presented and discussed: 

Workshop A) Gender perspective and studies on masculinity: this session included contributions 

reflecting on the mechanisms of male socialization, for example in relation to the role of peer 

groups, processes of sexual initiation, stigmatization of homosexuality. This reflection on gender 

stereotypes and social norms on masculinity contextualized the theme of the experience of 

sexualised violence against children and its consequences. 

 

Workshop B) Sexualised violence against boys* and the social response 

This area included interventions aimed at exploring in detail how gender stereotypes influence boys’ 

experience of sexualised violence experienced as well as the perception of violence by the victim 

and the environment and the consequent response in terms of disclosure by the child.  

 

Content and methodology/activity:  
- Topic/theme discussed  

The day was an opportunity for participants to discuss the issues of sexualised violence against 

children and gender stereotypes, both with regard to the victims of violence and the 

perpetuators. 

Several interventions focused on female perpetrators and other ones on the situation of adopted 

children who had experienced sexualised violence before the adoption. 

- Methodology 

The morning was devoted to the presentation of the project results and outputs and to the round 

table comprising experts coming from an anti-violence centre, from a national network on child 

protection against violence and from an association specialised in working with perpetrators. 

- Exercises and activities used in the workshops 

The workshops’structure consisted in the presentation of the interventions by the experts (in 

powerpoint), followed by a round of questions and answers. 
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Supporting tools 
Awareness raising materials (50 handbooks, 130 sets of cards, 200 project information leaflets, 
800 awareness raising leaflets, 170 poster), ppt presentations, project website 
 
Analysis of the Feedback and Evaluation  
63 people participated to the international conference and 41 filled in the evaluation 
questionnaire.  
Women were the majority (36), compared to men (5) and around 70% of the participants were 
between 40 and 59 years old.  
In general participants considered the information provided was adequate and useful, that the 
conference was well organised and met their expectations and hence would be useful for their 
future work and in particular that the distributed awareness raising material would be useful for 
them to raise awareness on the topic. In their comments they mainly highlighted as positive 
aspects the high level of the speakers, the interest of the topic and that their awareness on it had 
been raised. 
 
FINAL CONCLUSIONS ON THE AWARENESS RAISING CONFERENCE: 
The national conference was effectively an awareness raising event, where the IDI staff had the 
opportunity to disseminate the findings of the project from its outset to its conclusion, and where 
all awareness raising materials were shown, explained and distributed (50 handbooks, 130 sets of 
cards, 200 project information leaflets, 800 awareness raising leaflets, 170 poster). 
The experts’ interventions in the round table in the plenary and in the two parallel workshops were 
opportunities to deepen the issues of gender stereotypes around masculinity in a cultural and 
transgenerational perspective, and of sexual violence on minors and boys in particular, as well as on 
the perpetrators, especially female ones, which was important as this is also a hidden phenomenon. 
The public was very heterogenous, comprising participants from very different backgrounds (social 
workers, university researchers, psychotherapists, pedagogues, scouts, students..) which was very 
positive for the aim of raising awareness in as many different contexts as possible, and the 
participants showed their interest by actively engaging in discussions after the experts’ 
presentations, which led to a multi-disciplinary debate. 
All people who filled in the evaluation questionnaire were satisfied about the conference, found it 
useful for their work and enjoyed it.  
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In particular, the conference provided valuable stimula to work in a more effective way with minors 
who have been victims of sexual abuses and it has been a useful opportunity to exchange opinions 
and experiences between all persons present. 
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https://context.reverso.net/traduzione/inglese-italiano/in+a+more+effective+way
https://context.reverso.net/traduzione/inglese-italiano/who+have+been+victims+of+abuse

