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REPORT TEMPLATE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
 

Report № 3 

 

Dates of Awareness raising conferences: 14 December 2018 

Location: Florence, Italy, Istituto degli Innocenti 

Target group: 46 participants. According to the evaluation questionnaire answers (35), the women 

were 20, the men were 13 and 2 persons didn’t indicate it. 

Timing (hours): 7 

Trainers: Project staff: Raffaella Pregliasco, Erika Bernacchi, Francesca Lamedica, Donata Bianchi, 

Marina Angelova, Malte Täubrich, Elli Scambor, Pedro Unamunzaga, Paco Abril Morales, Rafa Soto, 

Peter Mosser (keynote speaker), and international experts  fo the round table 

Specific Objectives: 

The conference was aimed to: 

- present and disseminate the project results and products - in particular the CoC handbook - 

among experts and in particular international experts also from countries not included in the 

partnership;  

- raise awareness among international experts from various backgrounds (NGOs, 

international institutions, researchers and practitioners) on the issue of sexualised violence 

on boys*; 

- encourage international experts to make this issue more prominent and visible in their 

(institutional) agendas; 

- enable international experts to exchange views on the topic of sexualised violence against 

boys*, integrating a gender perspective; 

- build the capacity of all participants on the topic also thanks to the contributions of the 

international experts. 
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Content and methodology/activity:  
- Methodology 

The methodology comprised: 

- powerpoint presentations from the project partners to present the project website, the 

different project phases (needs assessment, capacity building programme, awareness raising 

campaign, dissemination) and the interconnected products (national and transnational 

reports on the needs assessment, the awareness raising materials, i.e. poster, cards and 

flyer; and the handbook for professionals working with boys*) 

 

- 3 parallel workshops facilitated by project partners on the following 3 topics: 

1. How to use the materials and to transfer the project methodology and deliverables at 

European level 

2. How to create and develop a “culture of care” 

3. Policy recommendations 

The workshop facilitators used exercises to engage actively the participants, as by asking 

them to think about a secret of theirs, or by brainstorming about emotions and thoughts 

raised by the idea of sexualised violence on boys* 

 

- a keynote speech by the international expert Peter Mosser, who presented his experience 

as trauma therapist in a counselling centre in Munich for boys* victims of sexualised 

violence. 

Afterwards participants could ask questions. 

 

- a panel discussion with the following international experts: 

- George Nikolaidis, Chairperson of the Lanzarote Committee of the Council of Europe 

(Greece) 

- Ramya Subrahmanian, Chief, Research on Child Rights and Protection, UNICEF Office 

of Research – Innocenti (Italy) 

- Catherine Maternowska, Research and Evaluation Specialist, Global Partnership to 

End Violence Against Children (Switzerland) 

- Jan Reynders, Men Engage (The Netherlands) 
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- Marina Hughson, Research Professor, Institute for 

Criminological and Sociological Research (Serbia)  

- Noemi Pereda, Researcher, University of Barcelona (Spain) 

Who were asked to address in their interventions the following two questions: 

•In our Culture of Care project we found out that there is little focus and visibility on boys 

as victims of sexual violence. What is you experience in your context? 

•What do you think can be done more to bring this issue to the surface and address it 

more adequately? 

Afterwards participants could ask questions. 

 

- Topic/theme discussed  

Workshops: 

- How to create a culture of care?  

- How to use the materials and to transfer the project methodology and deliverables to other 

European countries?  

- What policy recommendations can be drawn from the project? 

Keynote speech 

- Where should emphasis be put to ensure a culture of care and to prevent sexualised violence 

against boys 

Round table 

- Results of the B.E.C.A.N. project as an epidemiological study aiming at mapping child abuse 

and neglect, from a gender perspective 

- Need of collecting gender-disaggregated data and importance to ask the right questions in 

doing that (dark field studies) 

- Importance of addressing the root causes of sexualized violence, such as patriarchy, and of 

adopting an intersectional approach which takes into account how gender intersects with 

other social categories such as race, migration status, class, education etc. and the 

geopolitical contexts 

 

 

Supporting tools  
Powerpoint presentations, flipcharts, CoC awareness raising materials 
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Analysis of the Feedback and Evaluation  
 
46 people participated to the international conference and 35 filled in the evaluation 
questionnaire.  Women were the majority (20), compared to men (13) and the age was quite 
homogenously distributed among all age groups, with a majority of participants in their 50s. 
In general participants considered the information provided was adequate and useful, that the 
conference was well organised and met their expectations and hence would be useful for their 
future work. In their comments they mainly highlighted as positive aspects the high level of the 
speakers and the usefulness of the project materials (awareness raising materials and handbook) 
of the workshops that allowed to exchange in small groups. 
 
Conclusions 
 
The European conference turned out to be truly an international gathering, where experts from 
different member States, in addition to the five ones represented in CoC partnership, i.e. Germany, 
Italy, Austria, Spain and Bulgaria, could meet, network and exchange experiences. 
In particular 9 international experts coming from other EU Member States attended the conference 
(which is a good result considering that the EC could fund travelling costs and DSA to maximum 
10), notably 1 from Slovenia, 2 from Lithuania, 2 from Greece. 1 from Serbia, 1 from The 
Netherlands and 2 from international organisations/platforms. Finally, in spite of the invitations 
having been sent, not so many participants from the EU Member States of the partnership 
participated. As regards Italians’ participations this is probably due to the fact that many decided to 
rather participate to the national conference which was scheduled for the 24th of January. 
The participants, including the speakers, appreciated the conference in its various parts, namely 
the presentation of the project results and materials, the workshops, the keynote speech and the 
round table. In particular it was very important to present the materials of the awareness raising 
campaign and make them available to the participants who could take them with them, and to 
present the handbook for professionals working with boys in all its different parts, that can support 
professionals in the many challenges they can face in their work with boys, to prevent and combat 
sexualised violence. The three workshops were very much appreciated as the small groups 
allowed for deeper exchanges and a stronger emotional involvement of the participants who, 
thanks to exercises prepared by the workshop facilitators, could connect with emotions and 
feelings involved in cases of sexualised violence. The keynote speech by the international exert 
Peter Mosser was very interesting, as he presented conclusions drawn from his long experience as 
trauma therapist in a counseling centre for boys victims of sexualized violence. He provided 
participants with insights and about protective factors leading to a possible disclosure by the boy. 
The panel was also very interesting as it opened up to the interconnected issues and broadened 
the spectrum of reflections connected to sexualised violence on boys. As some participants note, it 
was quite intense to follow, partly due to the timing (in the afternoon) and partly due to the many 
speakers who made quite complex interventions. In the evaluation questionnaires some 
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participants commented that a lower number of speakers in the 
round table might have been better. 
Overall, the international conference reached the aim to 
disseminate the project results, products and methodology also to a wider public and to other EU 
member States, whose representatives expressed interest in adapting the CoC work to their 
contexts. 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This report has been produced with the financial support of the Rights, Equality and Citizenship 
(REC) Programme (2014-2020) of the European Union. 
The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the Culture of Care project team, and 
can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Commission. 


